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June 14,1901 



HONDURAS. 

Report from La Ceiba — Fruit port. 

La Ceiba, Honduras, May 28, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit my report of the transactions at this 
station for the week ended May 25, 1901, and inclose copies of certifi- 
cates issued : 

Three vessels were inspected and cleared for the United States. May 
20, steamship Breifond, Bellersen, master ; crew, 14 ; destination, New 
Orleans, La. May 23, steamship Alliance, Neilsen, master ; crew, 15 ; 
destination, Mobile, Ala. Steamship Ely, Corning, master ; crew, 20 ; 
destination, New Orleans, La. 
The health of La Ceiba and adjacent country continues good. 
Eespectfully, E. H. Petebs, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Puerto Gortez — Fruit port. 

Puerto Cortez, Honduras, May 28, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith my report for the week 
ended May 28. The health conditions of the port continue excellent, 
nothing in the way of infectious or contagious diseases existing. One 
death reported, male, adult, American, railroad accident. Inclosed is 
list of vessels inspected. The work of disinfection has been extensive 
here for the past few weeks. 

Eespectfully, Samuel Harris Backus, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 
Report of vessels dispatched under the regulations during week of May 21 to S8, 1901. 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Master. 


No. of 
Crew. 


Destination. 


Number 
of pas- 
sengers. 


Number 
of pieces 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


May 22 

May 21 

May 25 
Do- 






35 

15 

25 
14 


New Orleans via 
Belize. 

New Orleans di- 
rect. 


16 







46 




















do 














Note — Cargo, tropical fruit. Proper ship and passenger certificates inclosed. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Precautions taken to prevent smallpox among emigrants. 

Naples, Italy, May 20, 1901. 
Sir : Confirming my cablegram of May 18, 1901, 1 have the honor to 
report that, as directed in Bureau telegram, dated May 16, 1901, I had 
conferences, next day, with representatives of the following steamship 
companies : The Anchor Line, the Hamburg- American Line, the North 
German Lloyd, the Prince Line, the Veloce, the Navigazione Generale 
Italiano, and the Fabre Line. The representatives of these companies 
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expressed a readiness to cooperate in any practicable measures to lessen 
the chances of smallpox appearing on steamships during the passage to 
New York. They agreed to furnish the medical assistance and the virus 
for vaccination of* all steerage passengers whether from infected or non- 
infected places. Only a small proportion of emigrants sailing from 
those ports are from Naples. Some go aboard without stopping ashore. 
Few remain more than one day awaiting departure. The steamship 
people consider it impracticable ordinarily to vaccinate emigrants before 
they present themselves for embarkation, but are willing to aid in the 
earliest possible vaccination. This can probably be arranged in the 
case of emigrants who come from Sicily by a coast line, and also in 
certain other cases. 

The houses in which emigrants are lodged in Naples are not under 
control of the steamship companies. Arrangements are pending for 
the erection of large barracks for emigrants assembled here. But the 
houses will not be ready for occupation for several months at least. I 
have made an inspection of the houses where emigrants are lodged. No 
cases of sickness in any way resembling smallpox were found in the 
tenements. These houses are licensed by the municipality. All cases 
of sickness of any gravity are removed at once to the hospital. The 
municipal records show that no case of smallpox has been reported from 
any emigrant tenement during the present prevalence of the disease. 
I have been assured by the municipal health authorities that in the 
event of cases of smallpox occurring in emigrant tenements, the houses 
will be adequately disinfected and all movable articles taken to the 
municipal disinfecting plant for treatment. It is planned to learn as far 
as possible before the sailing of each vessel the condition of places where 
emigrants stopping in Naples are lodged, and to visit the houses with a 
view to preventing the embarkment of persons who have been exposed 
to infection. As has been the practice all along, bedding, baggage, and 
other effects of emigrants that are at all doubtful are disinfected before 
being put aboard. The disinfection is done under my supervision. 
Inspected and disinfected articles are labeled accordingly. As far as 
possible, emigrants' effects are being brought directly to the wharf in- 
stead of being carried to the stopping places at Naples. An inspection 
is being made of every ship to see that there is an ample supply of dis- 
infectants as well as other necessary drugs, and that the hospital is well 
equipped and the space sufficient. Medical officers who accompany the 
vessels are carefully impressed with the necessity for keeping a careful 
lookout for developing cases of smallpox, and of practicing isolation, 
disinfection, and revaccination whenever required. In addition, there 
is, before going aboard, a personal medical examination of every emi- 
grant, an examination of passports, and a cross examination when nec- 
essary to determine the recent whereabouts of emigrants. 

With all these precautions, however, considering how widespread 
smallpox is in Southern Italy, it is likely to happen that persons too far 
advanced in the stage of incubation of smallpox to be protected by vac- 
cination will succeed in passing all barriers and develop the disease on 
the passage to New York. The emigration from this port to New York, 
in the month of April alone, was 22,147 souls. The period of detention, 
grouping, and observation which alone could positively preclude the 
occurrence of cases on board would, if properly practiced, practically 
amount to a suspension of emigration for a time from Southern Italy. 
Eespectfully, J. M. Eager, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Stjbgeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



